1.Vita Plot. 10,36-8
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What he meant by this exalted utterance we could not understand and did not dare to ask.

2.Vita PIOt 15,1-6
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d1Aocodov kal Tov iepodavTny.”

At Plato’s feast I read a poem, ‘The Sacred Marriage’; and because much of it was expressed
in the mysterious and veiled language of inspiration someone said ‘Porphyry is mad.” But
Plotinus said, so as to be heard by all, “You have shown yourself at once poet, philosopher and
priest.’

3 Damascms in Phd. 1.172 (475F )
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4, Eunapius V. Soph VII.2.3/474 end
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At the close of his exposition Eusebius would add that these (the contents of his own
lectures) are the only true realities, whereas magic spells which deceive and bewitch
the senses are the work of miracle-workers, who madly toy with earthly and material
powers’.

5. Eunapius V.Soph. VI1.2.10-11/ 475/ 44,22-26Giangrande.

“TNUEIC HEV oV Tov BeaTPIKOV EKEIVOV BOUHOTOTIOIOV TPOC TO POV KOXTOTACYEVTEG,
QVEXGWPTIOOUEY” OU 88 TouTwv undev Boupaons, woTep oude £yw, TNV Sia ToU Adyou
kaBopotv peya T xphua UTToAauPoveov”

“‘Now for the moment we came away amazed by that theatrical miracle-worker. But
you must not marvel at any of these things, even as | do not marvel at them, but rather
believe that the thing of the highest importance is that purification of the soul which is
attained by reason.”

6. Eunapius, V. Soph. 47,10 -48,16/ 476/7.
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Chrysanthius, | think that you have forgotten that we have been educated to believe
that it is the duty of genuine Hellenes, especially if they are learned men, not to yield



absolutely to the first obstacles they meet; but rather to wrestle with the heavenly
powers till you make them incline to their servant.

7 Porphyry, de abstment/a 11.44 p. 173 20-26
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Holiness, they (the theologians) said, is a protection which helps them to be wary, like
a token or a divine seal that guards against suffering harm form those the sacrificer
approaches and appeases. Thus he is in a condition which is the opposite of what he
is doing, and is the more divine because it is purer, and he remains unharmed in body
and in the passions of the soul, surrounded by holiness as if by a rampart.

8. Porphyry, de abst:nentla IV.20,2 p. 262 14 6
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Holiness in everything is rejection of and abstaining from multiple and opposite things;
it is singling out and taking that which is natural and appropriate.

9. Porphyry, de abstinentia IV.20,2 p.264,10-13
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Thought is stained — or rather the person thinking is stained — when it is mixed with the
faculties of receiving impressions and forming opinions and mingles its activities with theirs.
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