Handout 1

Growing the Profile of Platonic Studies in Olympiodorus' Alexandria

Harold Tarrant

A. Possible order of Olympiodoran commentaries, away from trust in syllogistic:

1

2.
3.
4.

Commentary on Plato’s Gorgias
Commentary on Aristotle’s Categories
Commentary on Plato’s Alcibiades 1
=Commentary on Plato Phaedo
=Commentary on Aristotle’s Meteorologica

B. Late period eulabeia. [thanks to Chiara Militello]

a. TPOcEONKE 08 10 ‘oyedOV’ 1| O PrAoco@iag sVAGPeray 1 dwd TO un wévta

elpnkévor T oynuote TV Kountdv. (in Meteor. 268.26-28).

b. ovk évooralmv O ‘€ikdS’, AALL TOLTESTL TO £01KOG. €mdyel 08 1O ‘lomg TO

aAn0ig yvooopeda’ or evAdferav- émel avtog €0ty 0 Aéymv Ot ‘ddapavtivolg
deopoig Ol tadta &xovta katiéval i Adov’ (in Phd. 6.14.1-3).

c. Kai 1t qvbocapev, ékeloe EMOOVTEC capég [Phd. 69d5]: ody OtL yvoet O

ZoKpdg kol o1otalv TodTo AEYEL, ALY TODTO O1l PLAOG0QOV gvAdPerav-: (in
Phd. 8.17.1-2).

C. Lack of trust in syllogistic (in Phd. 10.3.1-6):

®oTe TV cLALoyloTikiv pébodov, é¢° | 6 Iepinmatoc cepvoverar, pddov 6
[MAdTov ékarecey.

cf. (Prolegomena to Logic 18.4-7) Olympiodorus prefers the Platonic
concentration on proving things without attention to syllogistic figures to the
opposite procedure that he associates with Aristotle.

D. The Timaeus and its Demiurge as key theological source?

Use of Timaeus in Olymp.: quotes 27d6-28al (in Phd. 13.1.4), 29¢1-2 (5.2.5-
6) and 47b1 (4.7.2, 4.8.7-8), mentions 30bl (4.14.5) and 42d4-5 (7.4.4-5).
While it lacks longer quotations, a similar range of uses is found in in Alc., but
only allusions are found in in Grg.

E. Asclepius on the young gods (in Met. 194.33-34):

HETA Yap, enoi, TO mowcorl T oVpavia. gine TPOG adTd ‘Dol Oedv, OV EYd
dNpovpyog ... and 194.17-18:

10D totvuvy el elvan TV yéveotv aitiog, enoty, éotiv O Bedg, ThC 8¢ pOopdc Kai
g yevéoewg oitin Td ovpdvia, TOV 0¢ k0B’ EkaoTo XoKPATOLg Kol
AAKBLéd0ov o1 YOVEIg G ATOUMV.

F. Asclepius on the attributes, features, role of god:

Goodness (309.11-13):
S0 poapev Ot &€ avaykng €otiv 0 Bedg dyaBds: €v ToVT® Yap €oTiv 1] TOD Be0d
ovoia-
(cf. 77.14-15) obte yap Be0g KakdV aitiog ovte BEUIG TODTO AéyEy.

Ideas as thoughts of the Demiurge (69.24-26):
GAAd T@ &v dAA® Kol GAA® Ovtl [TAdtovi pdyetal, Tolg VTOTIOEUEVOLS TAG
id0éag tadtag avtac Kab’ £ovtdg Vmapyovoas Kol oVoag KEXOPIOUEVAG TOD
voD.

Ideas give rise to the creative logoi, passed down to Physis (70.26-29):
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N yap ©@volg ovdév &otv €tepov 1§ EAhopyilg €kelBev mpoiodoo  Kod
KatoAdumovca td Thoe Kol Exovoa &v £0vti] TOVS ONUOVPYIKOVG AOYOVG, 00
pévtol ye €moTpéPovoa TPOG £0VTHV: S0 Popev Kol GAGY®G aOTNV TOLELY,
gmel kol &v puToig oOpdtat kai &v Aoyl (Motg.

Asclepius compares these /ogoi as they function in god, in us and in nature
(81.1-3:

&yovoty oLV koi 6 Be0g Kol 1) Yoy Kai 1) PUGIC Todg AdYoug: AL O pév Ogdg
&Yel oOTOVG Kol YVOOTIKOVS Kol dNUovpykods, 1 08 Yoyl YVOOTIKOVG, 1) O
@VO1G NUIOVPYIKOVG.

Note 148.27-34 where the first cause is placed above both particulars and
universals:

GAL> 00d¢ KaBOAOL €0Tiv 1) TTPMOTN ApY: TG YOp KaBOAov 1| v TR @boel
Oewpeitar fiyoov &v T wouyxl. &gt yap M yoyn Tovg kéyovg &v é(wrﬁ
TOV TPOYUATOV YVOOTIKOVG, 1] 0& QUOLG dNUovpYIKovs: O O& Bgdg €otv
0 (30)
Evomelpmv &v TG Yuyoic Kol Th @Uoel ToLg AOYovus ToVTOVG TOVG KABOAOL:
dote kol vmEp 10 KaBOAOL €o0Ti, Kol 0VOEV duvapel 0Tl Top’ aVT®, QALY
gvépyela dvev dvvapemg €mi tod vod, 1 0& mpwtiomn dpyn kol VmEp EvEp-
YEWY €0TIV.

Plato’s demiurge using the Ideas as paradigms at 365.1-5:

POG O APOpPAV O dNUoLPYOS Tapdyet O Topayel €l PATL Y€ S0 TOVT®V AOYOV
Tva 801A0V Kol 00K ovciag avTic Kab’ avtis dapyoboag, €ig ¢ amofAénwv
0 dnuovpydg mapdyet & Totel.

G. Rejected theory of the Demiurge as skopos of Gorgias (in Grg. proem 4)

dALot 8& Aéyovoty &TL oromdv Exet mepi Tod Snpiovpyod Srakeydijvar. kai oDTot 8¢ dmd
Hépovg [sc. TOV okomov] AapPavousty, ETedn v T® Hbm d¢ Eyopev HobEv L pvntot
70D Onpovpyod.

Compare anon. Proleg. 22.57: nepi 100 £av1OVv OpdVTOG VoD !!

H. Division of god and intellect? (in Alc. 217.17-21)

‘amoPAémmv 8¢ gic TV Eunv evpnoelg évovta Bela dydApato, vodv yap kol Oedv- kai
o p&v tod vod kaBopTiKdG Evepynoelg, ot 0€ Tod Beod BewpnTik®dg. Eotv yap €v
avT] 0 koTd oxéowv 0ed0g Kol i pev ThHg Tod vob EAAAUYE®G EXOUEV TAG KOWVAG
gvvolog, ot 0¢ TG 10D B0D Tovg EvBoVoIUGHOVG .

L. Other Olympiodoran passages on god:

The he shadow of Metaphysics lambda: (in Grg. 42.2)

881 oV ppeicBot tov SAov Kdopov, &V 88 Td 0o KOoH® elc €oTiv apymv- Tic
00t0G; 0 Oedg, £l ye ‘ovK dyadov moAvkoipovin, elg koipavog E6Tm’.

Oneness:

(a) 6 yap Zoxpdtng povada pipeital Tpog 10 &v OpdV: ATA0DG Yap O Bedg €E
000EVOG TOPAYOUEVOG ... (in Grg. proem 8)

(b) xai yap iopev koi NUeElG &v 1O TpdTOV Aitov TOV Bedv, 0VOE Yap TOAAL
np®dTa- Kol ToDTO TO TPMTOV 0VOE OVOUOTOS ETVYEV, TA YOP OVOLOTO IO10THTOV
Tv@V giot onuavtkd: (in Grg. 4.3.11-14)

(c) évag yap 6 Be0g kai Evogdng: (in Alc. 51.16-17)

Involvement in comos: (in Grg. 39.2)



Handout 3

onoi yap Ot mWOMG HuUdV otiv O KOGHOG, Bpymv 8¢ O Ogdc: SEl oV
g€opotodcbat Td te Bed Kol 1@ KOoU® Kol Tpdg Eketvny v molteiav (v kol
U1 TpOGg TN V.

Cosmic illumination: (in Grg. 48.7)

O¢ 10 OO avth T évepyeia oTilel, oVTmg Kol O Bedg avt) T évepyeig
KOGUOTOLET

Goodness: (in Phd. 2.5)

nav yap ayobov ék Beod, domep kol miv MG G’ MAlov, O10TL povag
ayaB6tnTog 6 BeoG.

cf. 008&v 8¢ patny ovde 0 Bedc 0VOE 1) PVOIG TotEl. (in Grg. 50.2)

Eternal rather than everlasting: (in Mete. 146.19-23)

60ev aidviov pév Aéyopev OV Bedv S 1O un v xpove TO etvor Exew,
AL TavTo YPOVOV Kol EVESTATO KOl TapmyNKOTa Kol LEALOVTO OC VOV Exetv
avToV (adtn yop 1 eVoig Tod aiwviov): aidlov &’ ov Aéyopev, €meldn obtT’ €v
YPOVO EYEL TO ElvaL.



